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OUR LADY OF MERCY HOLY NAME SOCIETY  
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Blessed John of Vercelli, pray for us

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE HOLY NAME SOCIETY

OF THE CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF MERCY, HICKSVILLE, NEW YORK

ARTICLE  I  - NAME

This organization shall be known as The Holy Name Society of the Church of Our Lady of Mercy, Hicksville, New York (The Holy Name Society).

ARTICLE  II – ORGANIZATION

Section 1.  The Holy Name Society is organized under the auspices of the Church of Our Lady of Mercy, Hicksville, New York (Our Lady of Mercy), and receives general guidance from the Pastor of the Parish and his appointed Priest Moderator, an Associate Pastor of the Parish.

Section 2.  The Holy Name Society shall be a member in good standing of         The Diocesan Union of Holy Name Societies of Rockville Centre, New York (Diocesan Union), the parent organization for all Holy Name Societies within the Rockville Centre Diocese.

Section 3.  The Holy Name Society shall operate where practicable within the guidelines of The Diocesan Union.

Section 4.  These Articles of The Constitution and The Constitution By-Laws shall take precedence over all supplementary regulations which may be adapted for the conduct of Holy Name Society business or activities.

ARTICLE  III – OBJECTIVES

The objective of this organization shall be the promotion and development of 

The Holy Name Society in the Parish that:

a) the objectives of the Confraternity of the Most Holy Name of Jesus may            

more effectively attained;

b) the advancement of the spiritual life of the Catholic men of the Parish may be encouraged and promoted;

c) Christian ideals and principles may be encouraged and injected into human affairs and

d) The specific tasks prescribed by our Pastor may be successfully performed
ARTICLE  IV – POLICIES 

Section 1.  T he policies of The Holy Name Society are promoted in cooperation with the Pastor of Our Lady of Mercy and are developed through elected Officers, appointed Chairman, Committees and programs and are governed by these Articles.

Section 2.  The Holy Name Society or its name shall not be used in connection with any commercial concern or with any partisan interest, or for any purpose not appropriately related to the promotion of the Objectives or the Policies of         The Holy Name Society.

Section 3.  No monetary compensation shall be tendered to any member, official or officer of The Holy Name Society.

Section 4.  In the event of dissolution of The Holy Name Society, its exclusive assets shall revert without reservation to the Church of Our Lady of Mercy.  

ARTICLE V  - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1.  Every parishioner of the Parish upon application is eligible for membership in The Holy Name Society.

Section 2.  With formal application new members names are enrolled in The Holy Name Society Register; initial annual dues, as established in Section 8 of this Article of the Constitution, are assessed at that time.

Section 3.  Formal induction into the Society shall take place on the occasion of the annual Investiture of The Diocesan Union or upon an occasion that The Holy Name Society deems appropriate to hold a Parish Investiture.

Section 4.  Dues paying members and others in accordance with various Sections of this Article of the Constitution shall be considered members in good standing.

Section 5.  Any member on reaching age 65 automatically receives lifetime membership and shall be issued a Life Membership “Gold Card”; all dues and any subsequent assessments are thereby suspended.

Section 6.  All Diocesan assigned clergy residing in the Parish shall be given full membership in the Society and their names enrolled in the Register.

Section 7.  Any member thru non-payment of annual dues is assumed to be not maintaining his Society membership and shall be considered an inactive member; at no time is this cause for expulsion from The Holy Name Society and subsequent payment of present annual dues re-establishes membership privileges. 

ARTICLE V  - MEMBERSHIP (cont.)

Section 8.  Membership dues are payable once yearly for the fiscal year beginning September 1 as enacted at the September regular meeting of the Society and in accordance with rules for voting as set- forth in Article VII, Section 4 of this Constitution.

Section 9.  Any member, active or inactive shall on his demise be remembered by the Society with an announced Mass said for the repose of his immortal soul; additionally the Society shall conduct a formal vigil at the bier of all active members; other vigils are held at the discretion of the Sick, Distress and Vigil Committee.

ARTICLE VI – RESPONSIBILITY OF MEMBERSHIP


The essential obligati0on of the Holy Name member might be summed up in the first petition of the Our Father, “Hallowed Be Thy Name”, thus:

a) the member should avoid disrespect to the Name of God, of Jesus, and of      what is sacred, and should abstain from all improper language, such as blasphemy, perjury, cursing, profanity and indecency;

b) the member should, as far as prudence permits, induce others to refrain from such insults to God and morality;

c) the member should praise and glorify God by fidelity to prayer, especially to both private and public Holy Name devotions;

d) the member should, as far as it can be done, bring others, particularly those committed to the member’s care, to know and honor the Name of God by prayer and praise;

e) the member should avoid any conduct which would cause or tempt others to ridicule or despise our Catholicity or our Holy Name Society;

f) the member should fulfill all obligations of membership in the Mystical Body of Christ, the Church, according to one’s state in life, as well as the specific obligations of membership in The Holy Name Society, particularly by attendance at all meetings, whether social or devotional.

It should be noted that regulations imposed only by this Constitution do not bind under sin.  Holy Name members as a matter of honor should live up to these regulations.  They should also, in all their activities, as members, be mindful of the divine law of charity.

ARTICLE VII – MEETINGS AND VOTING

Section 1.  Regular monthly meetings of The Holy Name Society shall be held Monday evening, following the second Sunday of the month, during the months September thru May inclusive. 

Section 2.   A special meeting may be called at any time by the President of the Society with the approval of a majority of the Executive Committee, or by the Priest Moderator.

ARTICLE VII – MEETINGS AND VOTING (cont.)
Section 3.   A quorum for the transaction of business at any regular or special meeting of the Society shall consist of the Officers present plus the members in attendance.

Section 4.   All matters pertaining to the execution of these Articles of The Constitution and The Constitution By-Laws and all decisions, fund disbursement, budget approval and levying of dues and assessments shall be by membership determination where simple majority vote shall rule.

ARTICLE VIII – AUTHORITY AND GOVERNMENT

Section 1.   The Holy Name Society shall be under the authority of the Reverend Pastor of Our Lady of Mercy and all its activities shall be subject to the approval of his designated representative, the Priest Moderator.

Section 2.   The government of the Society shall be vested in the Priest Moderator and the Officers named in Article XI, Section 1 of this Constitution.

ARTICLE IX – ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Section 1.   The Officers of The Holy Name Society shall be President, two Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Marshal and two or more Diocesan Delegates as per regulations of the Diocesan Union.

Section 2.   At the February regular meeting of the Society, a Nomination and Election Committee shall be appointed by the President, to be composed of a minimum of three members in good standing.  It shall be the duty of this Committee to select and present at the April meeting a slate of candidates for the offices of the Society.  Other candidates, with their prior consent, may be nominated by a member of the Society in good standing at this April meeting or the following May regular meeting, after which nominations for office will be closed.

Section 3.   The election of Officers of The Holy Name Society shall take place at the May regular meeting.    Installation shall take place the following month, June, at a meeting or special occasion at the discretion of the membership.

Section 4.   Election shall be by a majority of the members present.

Section 5.   A President’s term in office shall be limited to two successive years; the Vice-President’s term shall be limited to four successive years.  Other Officers of the Society may be re-nominated and elected for an indefinite period.

Section 6.   In the event of a vacancy in any office a successor shall be elected at the first regular meeting of the Society following the creation of the vacancy.

ARTICLE X – AMENDMENTS

This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of members present at any regular meeting with the approval of the Priest Moderator, provided that the proposed amendment shall have been presented by a qualified member in writing and read at a preceding meeting; after which the Corresponding Secretary shall have sent a copy of the proposed amendment to all Officers for their consideration.

Dated and Validated by members present at the regular meeting of The Holy Name Society – April 1982.









Leonard G. Novello








                     
     Secretary

THE HOLY NAME SOCIETY OF 

 OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH, HICKSVILLE, NEW YORK

 CONSTITUTION BY-LAWS
ARTICLE   I - RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR MEETINGS

Section 1.    All meetings of The Holy Name Society shall be presided over by the President, or in his absence, by a Vice-President appointed by the President or the Priest Moderator.

Section 2.   The order of business at all meetings shall be as follows:

a) call to order

b) the Holy Name Pledge

c) roll call of Officers

d) reading and adoption of minutes

e) Treasurer’s report

f) Correspondence

g) Officer’s and Committees reports

h) unfinished business 

i) new business

j) offertory for sick and distress

k) new members

l) instruction by the Priest Moderator

m) the Holy Name hymn and closing prayer

n) adjournment

Section 3.   All resolutions originating in the membership, for submission to the Society, must be in writing and forwarded to the President at his recorded address at least three days prior to the meeting.

Section 4.   All resolutions, submitted under the rules as per Section 3, shall be presented at the next regular or special meeting and voted on at the following meeting.  Resolutions that are urgent require a two-thirds vote of the members in attendance to be acted on immediately.

Section 5.   All resolutions, requiring an expenditure that is greater than the enacted fiscal year budget by more than $100, shall not be authorized until presented and approved in accordance with established regulations as per Sections 3 and 4.

Section 6.   All motions to assist in the transaction of Society business at any regular or special meeting need be presented from the floor and then approved or disapproved as the members direct.

ARTICLE   II – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1.   The President shall preside at all meetings of The Holy Name Society; shall appoint the Chairman and associate members of all Committees except where otherwise provided for herein and serve ex-officio as a member thereof; and shall perform all other duties usually pertaining to the office. 

Section 2.   The 1st Vice President shall assist the President and in his absence preside and perform the duties of President.  He shall be the Chairman of the Catholic Action Committee and shall appoint the Chairman and associate members of the Membership and Attendance Committee, the Sick and Distress Committee and the Prefect Committee and serve ex-officio as a member thereof.

a) the Catholic Action Committee has the responsibility for the moral atmosphere within the Society; it should plan the Society’s regular religious programs such as the monthly Corporate Communion Mass, the annual Communion Breakfast, the Memorial Masses for deceased members; it shall have a representative on the parish Liturgical Committee and coordinate Society participation in parish liturgical and religious activities;

b) the Catholic Action Committee shall consider problems and situations within the parish which seem to necessitate common action by the members of the Society in matters involving Catholic action, morals or rights; it shall receive and consider communications from individuals concerning conditions which they think call for action by the Society and recommend action to be taken on such problems; and it shall deal with other matters specifically referred to by the President or Priest Moderator.

Section 3.   The 2nd Vice-President shall assist the President and be the Chairman of the Financial Committee and shall appoint the Chairman and associate members of the Fund Raising Committee, the Program Committee, the Communications and Publicity Committee and the Nominations and Election Committee and serve ex-officio as a member thereof.

a) the Financial Committee has the responsibility for the financial maintenance of the Society;

b) it shall present each September a proposed budget for the next fiscal year;

c) it shall recommend the levying of annual membership dues and necessary assessments;

d) it shall provide the means to raise necessary funds.

ARTICLE   II – DUTIES OF OFFICERS (Cont.)

Section 4   The Treasurer shall receives all the monies of The Holy Name Society; shall keep an accurate record of receipts and expenditures; and shall pay out funds only as authorized by the Society by check with countersignature of the Priest Moderator or the Pastor; also the Treasurer shall:

a) present a statement of accounts at every regular meeting of the Society and at other times when requested by the President;

b) present a written report of the financial conditions of the Society at the September meeting or the first regular meeting of the Society’s fiscal year;

c) maintain separate account records for each activity or program of the Society and shall note adherence to approved budget in his statements;

d) revert all unused funds of each activity to the general account of the Society at the end of each activity or program.

Section 5.   The Recording Secretary is the Registrar and the Historian of the Holy Name Society.  He keeps the records, he writes the minutes and compiles the reports, all the statistical detail necessary for the continuity of the Society.  Also, the Recording Secretary:

a) shall provide for all members copies of the minutes for each meeting and the agenda for the upcoming meting;

b) shall issue the members their credentials and keep the membership roster of the Society;

c) shall keep the Official Society Register;

d) shall prepare the Society’s monthly and annual reports;

e) shall receive and file all written reports of Officers and Committees.

Section 6.   The Corresponding Secretary is the Correspondent and the Communicator of the Holy Name Society.  He receives all correspondence, he writes and answers all letters, he prepares all documents, all the information and material that publicizes the activities of the Society.  Also, the Corresponding Secretary:

a) shall prepare and issue the notices of the Society; this includes the reminder of the monthly Communion Mass and the meeting;

b) attests and when necessary forward all papers, transactions and resolutions of the Society; 

c) shall keep a file record of the names, addresses and phone numbers of the Executive Officers and Committee Chairman and members of the standing committees of the Society;

d) shall have available for all meetings, copies of the constitution and by-laws of the parish Society and of the Diocesan Union;

e) shall perform all secretarial duties as required.

ARTICLE   II – DUTIES OF OFFICERS (Cont.)

Section 7.   The Marshal is the Holy Name Society’s host.  He welcomes all members and guests, he prepares the accommodations, has custody of the banners, flags and supplies, all the necessities which are required for the conduct of a successful program or meeting.  Also, the Marshal:

a) shall direct the procession for the monthly Communion Mass; he shall see to the banner, the hymn cards and the reservation of pews; he shall see to the presentation of the Offertory gifts and finally make a count of attendance at Mass;

b) shall schedule the place of all regular and special meetings; he shall reserve order and make a report of attendance to the Recording Secretary;

c) shall see to the availability of refreshments as customarily planned.

Section 8.   The Diocesan Delegates are The Holy Name Society’s liaison with The Diocesan Union of Holy Name Societies of Rockville Centre (The Constitution Article II – Section 2), the Diocesan Union being the in-between step in the organization table of all the Holy Name Societies in the United States.  Diocesan representation from the Society per the Constitution of the Diocesan Union shall be three Delegates; two elected Officers plus the President of the Society.  Also, there shall be a fourth Delegate whenever the paid member ship exceeds two hundred.  In addition, Diocesan Delegates:

a) shall represent The Holy Name Society at the Diocesan Union monthly assemblies, presenting the Society’s views and instructions on Diocesan matters and forwarding the program and activities in the Society’s calendar and web site;

b) shall report Diocesan Union plans and events to the membership at monthly and executive meetings.

ARTICLE   III – EXECUTIVE BOARD

Section 1.   The Executive Board of The Holy Name Society shall consist of the appointed Priest Moderator, all duly elected Officers and all Past Presidents.

Section 2.   The Executive Board shall meet in Committee, known as the Executive Committee, which shall include the members of the Executive Board and the Chairman of all Special Committees and Ad-hoc Committees.

Section 3.   The Executive Committee shall meet within a weekly period, two weeks prior to a regular monthly meeting of The Holy Name Society.

Section 4.   Special Executive Committee meeting may be called at any time by the President with the approval of the Priest Moderator and/or the majority of the Society Officers.

ARTICLE III – EXECUTIVE BOARD (Cont.)

Section 5.   Each member of the Executive Committee shall have one vote, but the President shall have one additional vote, if there is a necessity to break a tie.

Section 6. A quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of the Executive Committee shall consist of the members of the Committee in attendance.

ARTICLE IV – DUTIES OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Section 1. The activities of The Holy Name Society, work that effects the general welfare of the Society, shall be carried on through Committees, whose members are appointed by the President, or the Vice-Presidents (The Constitution By-Laws, Article II, Section 1,2,3).

Section 2. The tenure of these Committees, known as Standing Committees, shall be co-existent with the tenure of the Officers who made the appointments.

Section 3.   The Standing Committees in the Society and there duties are:

a) Membership and Attendance – the primary function of keeping the present membership and securing new members for the Society; it shall endeavor to increase the attendance at monthly Communion Mass and the attendance at meetings and special programs of the Society; it shall conduct annually or more frequently, as directed by the President, a membership campaign.

b)  Sick, Distress and Vigil – the object of keeping in mind the spiritual welfare of the Society members; reports illnesses of members to the Society; in cases of distressed members, will with the guidance of the Priest Moderator and Pastor endeavor to bring assistance; shall give attention to non-members when at all possible; in the event of the death of a member, will arrange the time and place of the vigil and most important alert the Prefect Chairman.

c) Prefect –the Society grouped for the purpose of quick contact for important matters, especially a death of a Brother member; as a general rule, it is Society policy to maintain the prefect systems emergency statue, therefore it is used only when extremely necessary;

d) Fund Raising – the financing of the programs and activities shall be its responsibility, i.e. exclusive of the membership dues; proposals shall be coordinated with the plans of the Program Committee (item e) and the recommendations of the Financial Committee (Article II, Section 3);

ARTICLE IV – DUTIES OF STANDING COMMITTEES (Cont.)

Section 3. (Cont,)

e) Program – the programs of The Holy Name Society shall be in keeping with the Society’s objectives (The Constitution – Article III); programs should be such, so as to never bring discredit on the Society or the Church; programs should be sociable, or educational, or spiritual and of a type that should appeal to the majority of the membership; the Committee shall have the responsibility for planning the Society’s yearly calendar and appointing Chairman for the various activities;

f) Communications and Publicity – publicity concerning The Holy Name Society bring about many good effects, through informing parish and community that the Society is in existence; that the Society stands for spiritual values as the name indicates; the Committee responsibility includes parish bulletin announcements, monthly magazine articles and altar announcements; it shall forward press releases to community newspapers; it shall publicize activities in Diocesan and Catholic periodicals and if the occasion warrants shall endeavor to have a photographer available.

ARTICLE V – DUTIES OF AD-HOC COMMITTEES

Section 1.   The spiritual activities of The Holy Name Society, assignments that are of a temporary basis, shall be carried on through Committees, whose members are appointed by the President for that specific purpose (The Constitution By-Laws, Article II, Section 1).

Section 2.   The tenure of these Committees, known as Special Committees, shall be co-extensive with the activity or project for which they have been appointed.

Section 3.   Some Ad-hoc Committees in the Society and there duties are:

a) Nominations and Election – the Committee shall perform the tasks its name implies, the preparation of a slate of candidates for the offices of the Society (The Constitution, Article IX, Section 2); also it shall be reactivated upon the vacancy of an office of the Society and serve at the pleasure of the President until dismissed or until the completion of the term of office of the present Officers.

b) Installation – the Committee shall undertake all functions related to arranging the annual program for the introduction of incoming Officers to their duties; the installation of Officers shall be conducted as a parish Holy Name celebration, specifically a solemn ceremony in conjunction with the celebration of the Sacrifice of the Mass; a reception or meeting shall follow as a means of official recognition of the accomplishments of the outgoing Officers and an expression of welcome to their successors.

ARTICLE V – DUTIES OF AD-HOC COMMITTEES (cont.)

Section 3. (cont.)

c)   Communion Breakfast – the Committee shall plan and arrange an annual Breakfast for the edification of the Society; the attendance at Corporate Communion Mass shall precede the Breakfast; the Mass and Breakfast preferably shall be a family affair; the program should be in keeping with the Society’s objectives (The Constitution – Article III)

ARTICLE VI – DELIVERY OF PROPERTY

All Officers and Chairman of Committees will at the close of their term of office or sooner, if ordered by the Priest Moderator, deliver all property and funds of the Society, which they may have in their possession, to the President or such other person as the Priest Moderator may direct.

ARTICLE VII – PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Roberts Rules of Order (revised edition) shall be the Parliamentary Authority of all meetings of the Society.

ARTICLE VIII – AMENDMENTS

These Constitution By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of members present at any regular meeting with the approval of the Priest Moderator, provided that the proposed amendment shall have been presented by a qualified member in writing and read at a preceding meeting; after which the Corresponding Secretary shall have sent a copy of the proposed amendment to all Officers for their consideration.

Dated and Validated by members present at the regular meeting of The Holy Name Society – April 1982.









Leonard G. Novello








                     
     Secretary
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