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THE HOLY NAME SOCIETY

HISTORICAL SKETCH
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Blessed John of Verelli, Pray for us

The Confraternity of the Most Holy Name of God and Jesus (now known as the Holy Name Society in the United States) had its origin in 1274, when at the Council of Lyons, a “papal brief” of Pope Gregory X prescribed that the faithful shall have a special devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus so that reparation could be made to counteract the Albigensian heresy, a heresy that denied the Divinity of Christ.  Pope Gregory entrusted the promotion of this devotion to the Order of Preachers (Dominicans).

Friar John Garbella (Blessed John of Vercelli), Master General of the Dominican Order at that time, wrote to all Dominican Provincials expressing the pope’s wish enjoining them to preach everywhere the power and glory of the Holy Name of Jesus.  Furthermore, it was ordained that in every Dominican church an altar of the Holy Name be erected and that confraternities under the title and invocation of the Holy Name of Jesus be established.

The Holy Name movement spread rapidly in Europe under indulgences granted by successive popes, primarily moved by the prevalence at that time of blasphemy, perjury and profanity of the sacred Name.  In the sixteenth century Emperor Charles V and King Philip II encourage the Dominicans to spread devotion to the Holy Name and to establish the Society throughout their dominions.

At the close of the nineteenth century Pope Leo XIII decreed that Bishops might dispense from the Clementine decree “Quaecumque”, a decree that restricted cities to one Society or Confraternity.  This proclamation of Pope Leo helped spread the movement to the United States, an initial Society being set in the Archdiocese of New York in May 1882.  The rest is history.

Shortly after the founding of Our Lady of Mercy Parish, in September 1953, Father Louis Schwebius, our first pastor requested from his Bishop, the Most Rev. Thomas E. Molloy, Bishop of the Diocese of Brooklyn, permission to form a Holy Name Society in our parish, then in the Brooklyn Diocese. 

A parish Holy Name Society requires two important essentials, canonical authorization from the Bishop of the Diocese and a charter issued in the name of the Parish Church from the Master General of the Dominican Order.
Archbishop Molloy, in January 1954, granted canonical authorization for the Holy Name Society at Our Lady of Mercy and with the issuing of a Holy Name Society Charter by the Dominican Order, the Society became a reality in the Parish. This Holy Name charter is permanently hung in the Church Sacristy.

The charter members of the Our Lady of Mercy Society had been leading members in St. Ignatius Holy Name Society, the parish that formerly served parishioners in the Hicksville/Plainview area of Nassau County.  This fellowship of Catholic men elected as their Society’s first president, Don Dugan; the Spiritual Advisor for the Society was Father Schwebius.

There have been two time lines in the life of our parish Holy Name Society.  During most of the first two decades that led up to 1973, the Society members were essential to the parish fund-raising campaigns, primarily the solicitation of family pledges, first for their church, then for their school and lastly for the new Rockville Centre Diocesan High Schools, all tirelessly involved in building and supporting this new parish.

Even so during this time period of a developing parish the members did not forgo the principle purpose for their Holy Name Society, honor for the Holy Name of Jesus.  Regularly scheduled was the monthly corporate Communion Mass with Society members serving the Mass; established was a nocturnal adoration group with nighttime hourly devotion held once a month; held yearly was a Communion Breakfast with a guest speaker; a weekend retreat for the members was carried out yearly; prayers at a deceased brother’s wake and the Diocesan Eucharistic Holy Name Rally was attended every year.

During the second decade, in1963 the Society Officers seeing a necessity to maintain a closer touch with the membership began a monthly newsletter, the “Holy Name Society Standard”.  In each issue the President’s message conveyed the State of the Society and news of all upcoming Society activities received the essential promotion.  A spiritual stimulus from the Moderator completed this monthly publication. 

The popularity of each issue was actually the cause for its demise, so marketable were the articles that the parish soon opted for a monthly magazine “Dialogue”, and all Holy Name events and news were now to be included in this periodical. 

Father John Casey during his tenure, the successor to Father Schwebius on his passing in 1969, was called upon to further implement in the parish the liturgical changes of the Second Vatican Council, an undertaking that required the participation of all the parishioners, both men and women, not just the men of the Holy Name Society.  There then was a feeling that the Society could disband and its activities be replaced by a social club.

However, fellowship, always critical to a successful Men’s Club, had difficulty evolving within this new Club, for the type of camaraderie needed was now readily available in other fraternal organizations and after a year’s effort the Men’s Club folded.

In late 1974, with the unforeseen death that July of Father Casey, the second time line of Our Lady of Mercy’s Holy Name Society came about.  

Father James E. Boesel, the new pastor, having been asked at a Parish Council meeting if a “Holy Name Society” could be reactivated, was agreeable if there was sufficient interest from the men in the parish. 

At Father’s suggestion an interim Committee of former Society members, John Keenan, Ed Treacy and Frank White, formed and began initiating plans for a meeting of the former members.  A first meeting was held in February 1975 with 58 members present, the nucleus of the new Society.

This time line for the newer, present Society has now passed three decades; there have been nineteen presidents with John Thomas the current leader and Father Thomas Tuite their Spiritual Advisor.  The active membership totals 203.

During this period much has been accomplished for the parish and for the Society, liturgical as well as social.  First and foremost, the primary objective of a Holy Name Society has been upheld, honor and glory to Our Lord God.  Second, the spiritual challenges that this organization calls for has been continually met.
The Society since its 1975 renewal has faithfully demonstrated its reverence for the Holy Name of Jesus.  There is monthly “Holy Name Sunday” with Corporate Communion Mass proceeded by procession into the Mass, a Eucharistic celebration with its Spiritual Advisor as the Celebrant and this celebration, with the parish “Folk Group”, includes the time-honored Holy Name hymn “Holy God We Praise Thy Name” and the Mass is concluded with the recitation of “The Holy Name Pledge”. 

This national organizational pledge, our pledge recited in unison by a standing Society, has been said to be the most significant prayer ever composed for American men.  Every sentence has a special meaning with praise for God and His Holy Name, Jesus Christ.  The pledge is more than a profession of faith; it is a firm belief that Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living God.

A significant aspect of our Holy Name Society is its visibility, a Society known to have set the moral tone for the parish. The spiritual practices of its members such as the Pledge, the wearing of the Holy Name insignia, the annual Communion Breakfast, the religious retreat at an outside venue, visits to an ill brother, prayers at a deceased brother’s wake, the “Honor Guard” at his Requiem Mass, the annual Memorial Mass for our deceased members are visible principles for the Christian community. 
Although the Society uses the parish monthly magazine “Dialogue” to communicate with the membership, the coming of the Internet, as a new faster means of relating news of importance, further enhanced the visibility of the Society.  Our Society web-site www.olmholyname.org was established in the fall of 2000 and is now available not only to the members but the parish and the Diocesan Holy Name Societies as well.
Aside from the importance of these religious functions, the Holy Name members undertook various programs for the parish for example, obtaining the Altar Servers red cassocks, acquiring the church candelabras and the Holy Family statue for St. Joseph’s garden, and for the school, sizable donations were made towards the gym bleachers and the new basketball court, all this possible thru our yearly very successful golf tournaments. 

The Society today works closely with our present pastor, Father Robert Blyman and all parish organizations, participating in various receptions, providing breakfast on numerous occasions, undertake the Christmas theme poster program, and assisting with the youth programs.

During the year, monthly meetings are held by the Society, meetings where the members bring to the table for discussion and action, liturgical needs of the parish, local and state developments effecting their religious practices, social concerns and community problems that have a financial relation to the members and their families. Their Christmas and year-ending social occasions build on the existing fellowship of the members.

Our Lady of Mercy’s Holy Name Society is an active partner of the Diocesan  Union of Holy Name Societies, the parent organization for the Holy Name Societies in the Rockville Centre Diocese.  In turn the Holy Name Diocesan Unions in the United States and Canada belong to and are active members of The National Association of the Holy Name Society, a national organization.

As to the future of Our Lady of Mercy’s Holy Name Society, will our Society be needed or have we come to the crossroads.  If we stay with our purpose, reverence and love for Our Lord’s Name, the Society will endure and one day will see Blessed John elevated to Sainthood. 

Blessed John of Vercelli, Pray for us. 
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